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PREFACE

LARGE ACCIDENTALS at the beginning of a staff indicate that all notes that follow on 
that staff until otherwise marked are to be played using that accidental.

PARENTHESIZED NOTES show subsumed notes that can not be played because the note 
is already down, but are otherwise part of the melodic line.

PARENTHESIZED RESTS when used before an entrance are for facilitating counting.

PARENTHESIZED RESTS that come after a note are equivalent to tying the note with the 
rests value due to the pedal being down.

ECHO KERN is to played with a widely varying (kerned) tempo. The tempo may vary 
from half to twice the given approximate tempo, and is useful for increasing the 
stamina of the left-hand thumb and second finger that repeat the C-sharp. The 
DOTTED PHRASE MARKINGS indicate a long phrase juxtaposing shorter sub-phrases.

The FERMATAS in ROTE JOKE may vary in their duration.

The ARROWS through repeats in DOWN SPIN mean to only use the repeat once.

KALE LAKE is to be played twice:
 1. Right-side up reading left-to-right, top-to-bottom, tempo 98.
 II. Upside down reading right-to-left, bottom-to-top, tempo 86.

The middle space on the 10-line staff is D4.

In NOTE KNOT, give prominence to the left-hand melody.

THIN HYMN is played using clusters of adjacent notes, the number of which to use is 
indicated by the verse or chorus. Play in between the notes, even when it is not 
necessary, except for the last line.

The following index is designed to give the performer a general sense of how the 
notation might map into a traditional rendering; however, the score has the final say 
if the two do not agree.
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I.  ADAM ATOM

q=138 or 144

INDEX TO MOVEMENT BEGINNINGS WRITTEN IN STANDARD NOTATION

II. ECHO KERN

h !  96

III.  ROTE JOKE

h=40

IV. DOWN SPIN

q=92 or 96

V.  KALE LAKE

q=98 Þrst time (right-side up); q=86 second time (upside-down); placid with subtle phrasing
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throughout; clear for emphasis as desired
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VI. LOCO MOTO

h=108, 112 or 116

INDEX TO MOVEMENT BEGINNINGS (cont'd)

VII.  HAIR FIRE

q=88 or 92,

VIII.  VILE ISLE

q=76, 80 or 84

IX. NOTE KNOT

h=84 or 88

X.  THIN HYMN

h=56 Contemplative, fragile and focused verse; play only in between keys.

throughout
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FIXATIONS

I.  ADAM ATOM
  The too-short primordial soup of FIXATIONS.

II.  ECHO KERN
  ECHO refers to the initial pattern that grows longer each iteration;
  KERN refers to the adjustment of spacing due to the flexible tempo.

III.  ROTE JOKE
  Knock, knock. . .

IV.  DOWN SPIN
  A hard-to-remember additive pattern of subtractive rhythms.

V.  KALE LAKE
  A meditation in symmetry, and also a real lake.

VI.  LOCO MOTO
  I have always been fascinated with trains.

VII.  HAIR FIRE
  A vaporous and dizzying trance.

VIII.  VILE ISLE
  Study in illusion tones: pitches that seem to sound again when other
  neighboring notes are released.

IX.  NOTE KNOT
  A riddle of melodic entanglement.

X.  THIN HYMN
  Four verses, four chorusesÑcadence.
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q=138 or 144

FIXATIONS
I.  ADAM ATOM
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h !  96

II.  ECHO KERN
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Tempo may be kerned above
and below this equilibrium.

(That is, the tempo may vary
wildly to build in relief from
the repeated note.)
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h=40

Pedal down throughout

III.  ROTE JOKE

!
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Knock with the knuckles on the fall-board. For very loud dynamics, slam the fall-board against its back.
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q=92 or 96

IV.  DOWN SPIN
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q= 9 8

(lake county, minnesota)
KALE   V  LAKE

!!
!!

!
Placid; as quiet as possible with subtle phrasingfir

st
 t

im
e

"""""""""

"""""""""

.

! !
!
¤

Hold pedal throughout; clear for emphasis as desired
""""""""""

""""""""""

!

se
co

nd
 t

im
e

"""""""""""

""""""""""

"""""""""""

! """""""""""

!

!

!
"""""""""

""""""""

"""""""""

! """""""""

!

!

!
""""""""""

"""""""""

""""""""""

! """"""""""

!
"""""""""

""""""""

"""""""""
J.N.K.

! """"""""" #

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $$
$

$ $ $ $
$$
$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $
$ $ $ $$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $$$

$ $ $ $
$$$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $
$ $ $ $

$
$ $ $

$
$ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$$
$

$ $ $ $
$$
$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $
$ $ $ $

$
$ $ $

$
$ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
$ $ $ $

$
$ $ $

$
$ $ $

$ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $
$$$

$ $ $ $
$$$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $
$ $ $ $

$
$ $ $

$
$ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
$ $ $ $

$
$ $ $

$
$ $ $

$ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $

$
$$$ $ $ $$$ $

$
$$$$$ $

$$$ $$$ $$ $$$ $$ $ $$$$$$ $
$$$ $ $ $$$$$ $ $ $ $ $ $$$$$ $$$ $$$ $ $$$$$ $$$ $$$ $$$$$$$$$$ $ $$$ $$

$
$$$ $ $ $$$ $

$
$$$$$ $

$$$ $$$ $$ $$$ $$ $ $$$$$$ $
$$$ $ $ $$$$$ $ $ $ $ $ $$$$$ $$$ $$$ $ $$$$$ $$$ $$$ $$$$$$$$$$ $ $$$ $$

$ $$$ $$ $ $$$ $ $$
$

$$$ $
$$
$

$ $ $
$

$$$ $
$

$$$
$

$$ $
$$$ $

$
$$$

$
$$ $

$$$$$$ $
$$$

$
$$ $

$ $ $ $ $$$$$ $$$ $$$ $ $$$$$ $$$ $$$
$ $$$ $$ $ $$$ $ $$$

$$$ $
$$$

$ $ $
$

$$$ $
$

$$$
$

$$ $
$$$ $

$
$$$

$
$$ $

$$$$$$ $
$$$

$
$$ $

$ $ $ $ $$$$$ $$$ $$$ $ $$$$$ $$$ $$$

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $$
$

$ $ $ $
$$
$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $
$

$ $ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $
$

$ $ $ $ $
$

$ $ $ $ $ $ $
$ $ $

$
$ $$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $$$

$ $ $ $
$$$

$ $ $
$

$ $ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $
$

$ $ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$ $
$

$ $ $ $ $
$

$ $ $ $ $ $ $
$ $ $

$
$ $

$
$ $ $

$
$$$$ $

$
$$$

$
$$

$
$$$ $$

$
$$$

$
$$ $

$$$ $$ $$$ $$ $ $ $ $$$$ $ $$ $$$ $$ $$$$$ $$$ $ $$ $ $$ $ $$$ $ $ $ $$$ $ $ $ $ $
$

$ $ $
$

$$$$ $
$

$$$
$

$$
$

$$$ $$
$

$$$
$

$$ $
$$$ $$ $$$ $$ $ $ $ $$$$ $ $$ $$$ $$ $$$$$ $$$ $ $$ $ $$ $ $$$ $ $ $ $$$ $ $ $ $ $

%



!

!

!

!

!

h=108, 112 or 116

VI.  LOCO MOTO

!¤L.H./R.H. alternate

soft

""""" """""!b
Pedal each harmony.

!

""""" "" """

"

"" """
" soft

"""""!
"

loud

!

""""" """"" "" """

"

"
"" """!

!
"

soft

"" """!
loud

!
a little loud soft

(loud)

" a little loud soft

!

""" """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """

""" """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ "#
""" """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """

""" """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """

"# """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """

"# """ """ """
"# """ """ """

"# """ """ """
"# """ """ """

"#
""" """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """

"# """ """ """
"# """ """ """



!

!

!

!

!

! (loud)

"
soft getting louder

!

!

and louder

!

!

loud

!

!
(very loud)

# very loud and dissonant

!

!

loud

!

"#
"""

""" """
""" """

""" """
""" """

""" """
""" """

"""
"# """ """

"""
"# """ """

"""
"# """ """

"""
"# """ """

"""

"""
""" """

""" """
""" """

""" """
""" """

""" """
""" """

""" """
""" """

""" """
""" """

""" """
""" """

""" """
""" """

"""

"""
""" """

""" """
""" """

""" """
""" """

""" ""
"

""
" ""

"
""
" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

"""

"#

"""

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

"""

"""

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """

""" """"

"""" """"

"""" """"

"""" """"

"""" """"

"""" """"

"""" """"

"""" """"

""""
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!

!

!

!

!

!

a little loud

!

!

getting quieter

"

!
"

"

a little loud

##### #####"

"

## ### ## ###

"

### ###
"

" #

"

##### #####"

####

#### ####

#### ####

#### ####

#### ####

#### ####

#### ###

### ###

###
###

### ###

### ###

### ###

### ###

### ###

### ###

### ###

###

###

### ###

### ###

### ###

### ###
#
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#
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#
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# ###

#
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#
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#
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#
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#
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### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ###

###

### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ###
### ###

###
### ###

### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ###
### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ### ###

###
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!

!

!

!

!

!

"" """

"

""" """
!

" #

!

loud

!

!

very loud and
saturated

!
. . .continue to hold pedal. . .

very quiet

!

!

Clear pedal, and pedal as before with each harmonic change.

gradually getting louder

#

!

#

"""
"""

""" """

""" """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """ """

""
" ""

"
""
" ""

"
""
" ""

"
""
" ""

"
""
" ""

"
""
" ""

"
""
" ""
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"
""
" ""

"
""
" ""
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""" """

""" """
""" """
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""" """
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""" """
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""" """
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""" """

""" """
""" """

""" """
""" """
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!

!

!

!

!

!

"

!

"

suddenly very quiet

!

"
(loud)

"

!

"
(loud)

"

!
F.M.B.

"

fade away to the end

###
### ###

### ###
### ###

### ###
### ###

### ###
### ###

### ###
######

######
######
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######

######
######

### ###
######

######
######

######
######

######
######
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# ################ ################
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!

!

!

!

!

q=88 or 92

VII.  HAIR FIRE

! ¤
vaporous and mesmerizingÐquiet and smooth

! #
Damper pedal throughout

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "
" " " " "

" " " " "
" " " " "

" " " " "
" " " " "

" " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " "
" " " " "

" " " " "
" " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "



!

!

!

!

!

!!

!!

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

"

# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #

# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #
# # # # #

# # # # #
# # # # #

# # # # # # # # # # # #$
#$ #$

#$ # # # # # # # # #%#%#$

# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #$
#$ #$

#$ #$
#$

#$
#$

#$
#$ #$

#$ # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #

#$
#$ #$

#$ # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #
# # # # #

# # # # #
# # # # #

################ ################ ################

################ ################ ################

# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #$
#$ #$

#$ # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #

# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #$
#$ #$

#$ # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #

28



!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

!

D.T.

!

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "#"#"$ " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "$
"$

"$
"$ " " " " "

" " " " "
" " " " "

" " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " "
" " " " "

" " " " "
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "# "# "$ "$
"$ "$

"$

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "$
"$

"$
"$ "$

"$ "$
"$

" " " " " " " " "# "# "$ "$
"$ "$

"$ " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

"$
"$

"$
"$ "$

"$ "$
"$ " " " " "

" " " " "
" " " " "

" " " " "

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "$
"$ "$

"$ "$
"$ "$

"$

" " " " "
" " " " "

" " " " "
"$

"$ "$
"$ "$

"$ "$
"$
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!

!

!

!

h=76, 80, or 84

VIII.  VILE ISLE

! ¤ G

quiet soft
G

quiet

G

! #
quiet
Pedal " " " "

!

quiet

on Þngernails

soft

G
G

!

Pedal " " similarly. . .

!

a little loud loud

G
G

!

Pedal Pedal similarly. . . Pedal " " "

!

loud

3 3 3

very loud

G
G

3

!

" #$ #$ #$
#%&
'
(
(
& " %) $ %) $ %) $ %

"

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

%%%%%%%%%
%%%%

%%*
%*%%%%%%%%%

%%%%
%%*

%*%%%%%%%%%
%%%%

%%*
%*%%%%%%%%%

%%%%
%%* #%&

'
(
(
& "%%

)
) $
$ %%)

) $
$ %%)

) $
$

"
%%

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*
%*
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*

%*
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*

%*
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*

#%
&

'
#
#
&

#%' +
+

$
$"%) $ %) $ %

"

)*

%*"
)*

%*"
)*

%*"
)*

%* "
)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%*%*%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%*%*%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%*%*%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

%%
%%*%*%* (
(
& " %) $%) $ %) $ %

"

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*

)*
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!

!

!

!

!

a little loud loud

G
G

!

!

soft a little loud

G
G

!

!

a little loud loud

G
G

!

!

very loud extremely  loud

G"
G

quiet

!
Pedal " " " "

###############$
#$
###############$

#$
###############$

#$
###############$

##%
&
&
'

##%
(
( $

$
"#) $ #) $ #

"

)$#
*

%#*)$

)$#
*

%#*)$

)$#
*

%#*)$

)$#
*

%#*)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

################$#$
################$#$

#####
###########$#$

#####
##########$

##%+
+

'
"#) $ #) $ #) $ #

"

)$##
## )$

)$# #
## )$

)$##
## )$

)$##
## )$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

###############$
#$
###############$

#$
###############$

#$
###############$

##%
)
)
' %#*((

'
$$$$" #)

) $
$###' ,

###' ,

"
##

)$# ##
### )$

)$###
### )$

)$###
### )$

)$## #
### )$

)$

)$

)$

)$

#'
"
)$

#'
"
)$

)
' $ # # ))

'
$$ # # ))

'
$$ # # )))

'
$$$

%#
' *

+
+
' # ) $ # ) $ # ) $ #

"

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$

)$
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!
!
!
!

!

a little loud

3 3 3"

loud

G
G

!
"

!

a little loud loud

"
G

soft

G

!
"

Speed up a little Slow
Note releases:

to

G

a
2 1 1 3

halt.
4

 

!

2 x" 2 x"

less loud

2 1 1

especially

3 4 5

quiet

5
5

5
5

!

soft

Pedal

" as loud as possible"
# #

!

Return to tempo and keep steady.

(quiet)
no
/

nearly silent

J.R.S."

!

Pedal

$

" " " " """"
""""

"""#"#"#" " " " """"
""""

"""#"#"#" " " " """"
""""

"""#"#"#" " " " """"
""""

""" %"$
%
%
&

' " (
( && " (

( && " (
( && "

'

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

"""""""""""" " " "#
"#
" """" " " " " " " " " " "#

"#
"""""" " " " " " " " " "#

"#
" """" " " " " " " " " " "#

'") %
%
&

' " (
( &&

" (
( &&

" (
( &&

"
'

(#"
$

%"$(#

(#"
$

%"$(#

(#"
$

%"$(#

(#"
$

%"$(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

(#

'
*+ * * *+ *+

,
" """

, """
" (-

,
" """

, """
" (-

" """"
""" """"

" " (-

" """"
""" """"

" " (-
'
"+ " " "+ "+ "+ "+ "+ " " "+

"#
"#

(#

"#
"#

(#

"#
"#

(#

"#
"#

(# %"
"

(#

(
#

(#

(
# . .

"""""
""""

""""
"(-

"""""
""""

""""
"(-

"""""
""""

""""
"(-

"""""
""""

""""
"(-
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""""

""""
"(-
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""""

""""
"(-
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""""

""""
"(-
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"(-

"#
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(-

"#
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(-
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!

!

!

!

!

h=84 or 88

IX. NOTE KNOT
! ¤

"

"

quiet throughout

smoothly

!

Sustain resonance throughout
with pedal. No damper pedal.

b
"

"

"

a little loud

"

"

quiet (ironically)

"

"

very quiet

" # !

with palm
"

"
!

"
" #

"

just a little louder loud

" # #
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!

!

!

!

!

quiet, as an echo

! " #

"
!

#

"
! " #

!

quiet

Left Hand

"

quieter, as an echo

#

"
! "

Right Hand

! " #

"
!

#

"
!

a little loud

!

! "

quieter

#

a little loud
"

!
#

"
! "

quiet, as an echo

#

!

#

"
!

#

"
! "

loud

"

!
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!

quiet

!

!

quieter

"

!

"
!

very quiet and steady

Right Hand

!

Left Hand

#

!

! # "

" !
"

!

even quieter

#
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Notation:   (1) circled numbers indicate number of adjacent natural notes to play;
                 (2) arrows indicate the direction in which the adjacent notes are stacked;
                 (3) parenthetical rests facilitate counting between alternations in the hands.

= =

X.  THIN HYMN

=

!!h=56

Contemplative, fragile and focused verse;
          hold pedal throughout, play only in between keys.

!!

"

!

#
"

$

!
and so on

!
G
!¤

Verse
Verse
Verse
Verse

1.
2.
3.
4.

"
$
#
%

" !

loud
a little loud
soft
very soft

" ! " G ! G" ! G" ! G" ! G" !

!
G
! ! ! ! ! ! !

steady

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
G
! !

G
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

!
G
" ! " ! " ! " ! " ! " ! " ! "

steady

! " ! " ! " ! " ! " ! " ! " ! " !
G
" ! " ! " ! " ! " ! " ! " ! " !
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G
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!
G
" "

G
!

"

G
!

" " G

!
" G

!
" G

!
" G

!
" G

!
" G

!
G
!

Chorus
Chorus
Chorus
Chorus

1.
2.
3.
4.

!

"

"
"
"

G
!

a little loud
soft
very soft
extremely soft

!
G
!
G

" G"
G

" "
G

" "
G
" !

G
" "

steady
G
! "

G
" " "

G
!

G
"

!
(on keys)

extremely soft

Only play if having just played the previous nine in the set.
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